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Transformation of 530 Dwellings, Block G, H, I, Bordeaux, France, 2017
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4 4N5t/New exterior views

'refabricated Architecture: Fast and Curious
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The project consists of the transformation of 3
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It is part of the renovation programme of the "Cité

du Grand Parc" in Bordeaux.

, this modernist

Built from the early 1960s
district counts more than 4000 dwellings. The 3

buildings G, H and I, 10 to 15 floors high

gather

’

question of their demolition has been ruled out. By
their location and their layout, these buildings give

530 dwellings and needed a renovation, after the

¥ E*ﬁﬂ?fg/ Installation of extension modules

%75 /Existing

a capacity of transforming into beautiful dwellings

with qualities and comfort.

The project of transformation starts from the

interior of the dwellings, to give new qualities to the
dwellings, by intervention with precision and care
for the existing qualities, to keep what should be

preserved, and supplement what is missing.

The addition of winter gardens and balconies in

extension of the existing gives the opportunity, for
each apartment, to enjoy more space, more natural

light, more mobility of use and more views.

FTFFAEEBFF 425455 F'/Opening of aisles and installation of windows

2%k F /Installation of columns

Y 5ER¥/Final status of extension

L4 2L B H94/Installation of winter garden enclosures

5 Jifi T 757/ Construction method
6.7 Jifi Tt #2/Construction process
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From the inside, the view on the city of
Bordeaux is panoramic and unique, due to the
height and to the low topography of the city. It is an
extraordinary living situation.

While the high-rise buildings for high-class
residences are now defined as examples of a
responsible housing for the future, the G, H and
I buildings offer the opportunity to reach these
qualities immediately, in a generous, economic and
sustainable way.

The general economy of the project is based
on the choice of transforming the existing building
without doing important interventions on the
existing: the structure, the stairs or the floors and
of proceeding by additions and extensions. This
approach on economy makes possible to concentrate
the resources on generous extensions that are,
for the architect, the key point to improve, in a
significant and sustainable way, the quality and the
dimension of the dwellings.

These extensions widen the space of use and
the mobility inside the dwelling and give the house
an opportunity to have a private outdoor space. The
apartments open on to large winter gardens and
balconies, and offer pleasant outdoor spaces, large
enough to be fully used: 3.8 m deep on the South
facades for the buildings H and I buildings and the
2 facades of the building G, only composed by the
mono-orientated dwellings. The existing windows
are replaced by large glassed sliding doors, which
connect every room of the dwelling to the winter
garden.

Interior works are also planned in every
dwelling as well as the renovation of the bathrooms
and a new electrical installation. In every staircase
of 45 dwellings, the 2 former elevators serving
every staircase of 45 dwellings are replaced by a
new and bigger one and supplemented by a new
elevator built to improve the vertical circulation.
On ground floor, new access halls are done, more
open and transparent, and the gardens in front of
the buildings are improved. The global performance
of the building envelope is also improved by the

addition of winter gardens and by the insulation of

8-11 i T 5% Eb/Before and after transformation

J Prefabricated Architecture: Fast and Curious
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the North facade.

To keep disruption to a minimum for residents, modules including precast

concrete slabs and columns were prefabricated off-site and craned into place. (
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Other parts, including new external lifts, were then slotted into place. No one N

was forced to move out during or after the renovation process, and each of the [
530 flats was refurbished in about 12-16 days. ) i

Through this project, the social housing, often criticised heritage, set an L

example of a relevant and economic transformation that produces — from an L
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existing judged lacking in qualities and seen in a negative way - generous, g

|

pleasant and performing dwellings, which renew and reformulate the typologies

DS |

and the conditions of living, of comfort and of pleasure, and improve the image

and attractiveness of urban housing.[]
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12.13 B /S RIERRIE]/Stairwell after transformation i
14 ¥ EE0/EH, TR/ Axonometric of Building H, I before and after extension |
15 H, I #5#IiEi/Section of Building H, I 15
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16 S/ Aerial view
17.18 2= L[l il / Axonometric of extension of winter gardens
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19-24 %5t/ New interior views
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BiH {5 B/ Credits and Data

#5/Location: Grand Parc Neighbourhood, Bordeaux,
France

TEE/Programme: MUE530EES, HE8EMEE/530
transformed dwellings and 8 new dwellings

%F/Client: Aquitanis O.PH. de la communauté Urbaine de
Bordeaux (CUB)

BT/ Architects: Anne Lacaton & Jean-Philippe Vassal
Architectes, Fréderic Druot Architecture, Christophe Hutin
Architecture

&R /Design Team: Julien Callot, Marion Cadran,
Vincent Puyoo, Marion Pautrot

TiH ¥/ Works Coordination: BATSCOP

25.26 J2THSL 5/ New rooftop views

Prefabricated Architecture: Fast and Curious

TH2i&1t/Engineers: SECOTRAP Ingénierie ( 4545, Z4/
structure, systems ) , CESMA ( X454 /steel structure ) ,
CARDONNEL Ingénierie ( #\4FER5T/thermal studies)
HE#/Floor Area: & X Z=1EF £ N3168,000 m” ( FifE
44,210 m* + 423,500 m* ) /68,000 m’ including winter
gardens (44,210 m’ existing + 23,500 m’ extensions)
TFE1Ef/Construction Cost: 272057t, AREH (21
&), 12075M7t, A& (HiEE) /27.2M EUR excluding
tax (transformation), 1.2M EUR excluding tax (new
dwellings)

20E 58 T Y [Al/Renovation Completion Time: 2017
#[&]/Drawings: Lacaton&Vassal, Druot, Hutin

552 /Photos: Philippe Ruault
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